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sioning is, obviously, critical to the comple-
tion of the process. And we here in the
United States have reached out not only to
Sinn Fein, but also to the Unionists. The
Prime Minister has pointed that out. The
Vice President and my National Security Ad-
viser have, on more than one occasion, tried
to establish contacts to make sure we were
reaching out to everyone in Northern Ire-
land.

And the important thing to me is that we
keep pushing this process and keep it going
in the right direction. And | have every con-
fidence that that will occur.

Wolf [Wolf Blitzer, Cable News Network].

Russia

Q. Mr. President, President Yeltsin an-
nounced that he’s willing to eliminate mili-
tary hardware from his V-E parade on May
9th in order to encourage you to join others
in Moscow to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the end of World War I1. Is that enough
to encourage you to go to Moscow, and will
you include a trip to Ireland after that?
[Laughter]

The President. Well, | appreciate what
President Yeltsin said today. And | expect to
be making a decision about that whole set
of issues very shortly. And when | do, I'll
announce it.

Q. Mr. President, Is Chechnya the stum-
bling block?

Peace Process in Northern Ireland

Q. Mr. President, What pressures can the
U.S. administration bring on Sinn Fein, par-
ticularly in regards to the decommissioning
of arms? And was there a quid pro quo in
that area for your granting a visa to Gerry
Adams to fundraise in the United States?

The President. Well, certainly, his prompt
statement about the willingness of Sinn Fein
to discuss arms decommissioning had an in-
fluence on my decision. I think it's important
that the United States take some steps along
the way, as the Prime Minister has said, to
keep this process going. When others take
appropriate steps, | think it makes it a lot
easier for us to do the same thing.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
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marks, he referred to Gerry Adams, leader of the
Sinn Fein.

Memorandum on Federal
Employees Affected by California
Floods

March 17, 1995

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence for Employees
Affected by Widespread Flooding in
California

I am deeply concerned about the devastat-
ing losses caused by widespread flooding in
California and the impact on the well-being
and livelihood of our fellow Americans who
have been affected by this disaster. Many
parts of the Federal Government have been
mobilized to respond to this disaster.

As part of this effort, | request heads of
executive departments and agencies who
have Federal civilian employees in the areas
designated as disaster areas because of the
flooding to use their discretion to excuse
from duty, without charge to leave or loss
of pay, any such employee who is faced with
a personal emergency because of the flood-
ing and who can be spared from his or her
usual responsibilities. This policy should also
be applied to any employee who is needed
for emergency law enforcement, relief, or
clean-up efforts authorized by Federal, State,
or local officials having jurisdiction.

William J. Clinton

Remarks Honoring the 1994
National Hockey League Champion
New York Rangers

March 17, 1995

Good afternoon. Please be seated.

I'm delighted to see all of you here, and
welcome to the White House and to the Rose
Garden. You come on the first day that the
trees are blooming, so you're bringing us all
wonderful weather.

It's an honor for me to host the New York
Rangers here, including the Commissioner
of the National Hockey League, Gary
Bettman, the President and General Man-
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ager of the Rangers, Neil Smith, Coach Colin
Campbell and Assistant Coach Dick Todd.
And | think Congressman Eliot Engel was
supposed to be here, and he is unless they're
still voting.

It was last June 14th when the Rangers
won the Stanley Cup, finally breaking the in-
famous curse. The next day | got a letter from
Senator Moynihan, a big Ranger fan, who
said that since the Rangers brought the Cup
back to Madison Square Garden, | should
bring the Rangers to the Rose Garden. I'm
delighted you're finally here. We've been try-
ing to arrange this visit for some time, but
what'’s a few months compared to 54 years.
[Laughter]

I can’t tell you how much I personally en-
joyed the playoffs. I really got into them. I
tried to rearrange my schedule so that I could
see the games. | enjoyed seeing Mark
Messier predicting and delivering a victory
when your backs were against the wall. | en-
joyed Brian Leetch’s MVP playoff perform-
ance, the first by an American-born player.
And | especially enjoyed your goalie, Mike
Richter’s, acrobatic saves. All of us here in
Washington can appreciate what goalies do
because we have so many shots taken at us
every day. [Laughter] And | was hoping,
maybe in addition to a jersey, one of you
could loan me a face mask for the next year
or so. [Laughter]

I also want to say something that | ob-
served watching these playoffs. Stars alone
don’t win championships; teams do. | re-
member your chant from last year, “Heave
ho. Everybody pulling together.” This year
it's turned into “Heave ho. Two in a row.”

The Stanley Cup is the oldest trophy com-
petition by professional athletes in North
America, the only trophy that bears the
names of not only the teams but the individ-
ual players who won it.

I'd also like to say a special word of appre-
ciation because the Rangers boast the first
four Russians ever to have their names en-
graved on the Stanley Cup, another sign of
our increasingly interconnected global com-
munity and America’s outreach to the rest
of the world.

I also admire the tradition that the entire
team shares the Stanley Cup. Each player
gets to take it home to friends and to family.
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This team took that one step further, because
the Rangers know that teamwork isn't only
about the guys who lace up the skates, it's
also about your fans, too. And if ever a team
had great fans, you do. So you paid your fans
back by remembering right after the victory
a longtime fan who had passed away, by
bringing the cup to sick children in the hos-
pital and even by bringing the cup to res-
taurants and bars throughout New York—
[laughter]—as well as to one of the Vice
President’s favorite hangouts, the David
Letterman show.

For all that, | thank you. Your victory has
shown us what is best about professional
sports, perseverance, hard work, real com-
mitment to working together. It's an example
for which all of us in Madison Square Garden
and the Rose Garden are very grateful.

Congratulations, and welcome again.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:39 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 12

The President declared a major disaster in
the State of California and ordered Federal
aid to supplement State and local recovery
efforts in the areas struck by winter storms
that caused flooding, landslides, and mud de-
bris flows beginning February 13.

March 13

In the afternoon, the President was pre-
sented with the Boy Scout Report to the Na-
tion by Boy Scout of America representatives
in the Oval Office.

March 14

The President declared a major disaster in
the State of South Dakota and ordered Fed-
eral aid to supplement State and local recov-
ery efforts in the areas struck by severe win-



